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New online training from 
DOE’s Office of Sustainable Environmental Stewardship and 

Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP)

NEW eTraining! Sustainable 
Acquisition for Federal 
Agencies 

• Guidance on how to meet executive order and 
Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) requirements 

• Overview of sustainable acquisition benefits to 
federal agencies, their community, and the 
environment

• Summary of available resources, and best practices, 
including sustainable acquisition contract language



The Federal Footprint

• Spent $500 billion on goods and 
services in FY 2008

• Owns or leases more than 645,000 
non-tactical vehicles worldwide

• Manages or owns nearly 1 in every 5 
acres in the U.S.

• Single largest domestic buyer and 
user of energy

• Real property portfolio of nearly 
900,000 assets, including more than 
400,000 buildings

• Spends $3.5 billion annually to 
provide energy to its facilities

• Purchases about $74 billion worth of 
IT equipment and services per year. 



What’s in the FAR?

Incorporate green products when describing agency 
needs

• FAR Section 11.002(d)(1): “When agencies acquire 
products and services, various statutes and executive 
orders require consideration of:
– Energy-efficient products and services
– Products and services that utilize renewable energy 

technologies
– Products containing energy-efficient standby power 
– Products containing recovered materials
– Biobased products
– Environmentally preferable products and services”



What’s in the FAR?

•23.703 Policy: Government policy 
on the acquisition of 
environmentally preferable, energy 
efficient, and water conserving 
products and services.  



Green Purchasing
• Recycled content products
• Energy- and water-efficient products

– Standby power devices
– ENERGY STAR and FEMP-designated products
– EPEAT-registered products
– WaterSense

• Alternative fuel vehicles/alternative fuels
• Biobased products
• Environmentally preferable products

– Green cleaning products and services
– Cafeteria-ware, especially biobased content products
– Building products
– Green meetings and conference services

• Non-ozone depleting substances
• Low or non-toxic or non-hazardous chemicals



Sustainable Acquisition and 
the Guiding Principles

Sustainable Acquisition:
– Employs integrated design principles

• Design for daylighting avoids the cost of installing more lights than necessary

– Optimizes energy performance
• Specify ENERGY STAR certified and equipment that meets FEMP energy 

efficiency requirements

– Protects and conserves water
• Specify WaterSense labeled equipment

– Reduces the environmental impact of materials
• Specify the DOE, EPA, and USDA designated products

– Considers climate change risks
• Every material purchased with recycled content helps reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions
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Sustainable Acquisition Opportunities

– Landscaping: Reduce water consumption and implement 
integrated pest management

– Alternative chemicals: Reduce and minimize the quantity of toxic 
and hazardous chemicals acquired

– Facility siting:  Ensure that planning for new Federal facilities or 
new leases includes consideration of sites that are pedestrian 
friendly, near existing employment centers, and accessible to 
public transit, and emphasizes existing central cities and, in rural 
communities, existing or planned town centers

– DOE’s GreenBuy Program: Create an incentive program to 
encourage high sustainability performance and new leadership 
areas.



FEMP eTraining on the WBDG

Register by 
clicking on the 
“enroll now” 
button that will 
take you to 
the account 
registration 
page.  

https://www.wbdg.org/education/femp44.php

https://www.wbdg.org/education/femp44.php


FEMP eTraining on the WBDG

Complete account 
registration
• Enroll in any 

course
• Track your 

progress 
• Return to the 

same place in 
any course 
at any time

Registration also tracks and maintains 
a permanent record of 
continuing education units (CEUs) earned



FEMP eTraining on the WBDG

Course duration is 
approximately 
2 hours

After completing 
the course, 
take the 
multiple choice 
learner assessment



Certificate of Completion

Upon receiving an 
80% passing grade, 
complete a brief 
course evaluation

Download a 
Certificate of 
Completion

Receive your CEUs



Contact Information
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Shab Fardanesh, Office of Sustainable 
Environmental Stewardship
Shabnam.Fardanesh@hq.doe.gov

Sandra Cannon
cannon@ecopurchasing.com

For questions on the course: 
Claire Richardson, Greening America
Claire.Richardson@Greeningamerica.org

https://www.wbdg.org/education/femp44.php
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